DISTINCTIVE JOURNEYS

AND

TOM VEZO

INVITE YOU TO JOIN

AN EXTRAORDINARY PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY 

BOTSWANA

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 11, 2007

LIMITED TO 8 PARTICIPANTS

EXTENSION TO JACK’S CAMP

December 11-14, 2007

TOM VEZO

Tom Vezo is an award winning professional wildlife & nature photographer who travels worldwide to capture his images in the natural environment. His work is widely published in the United States and Europe in many books, calendars, magazines and advertisements. His magazine credits include; Arizona Highways, Audubon, Birder's World, Bird Watcher's Digest, Discovery, Ducks Unlimited, National Geographic, National Wildlife Federation, Nature Conservancy, Natural History, Outdoor Photographer, Sierra Club, Wildbird and Wildlife Conservation, including many others. He has led many photography tours throughout the world teaching people the techniques of nature photography in the field. 

He has published three coffee table books filled with his wonderful images. The first is called "Wings in the Wild" Habits and Habitats of North American Birds, written by Paul Kerlinger and published by Stackpole Books. The second is "Birds of Prey in the American West" written by Rich Glinski, published by Rio Nuevo Publishers and the third book is called "Wings of Spring" Courtship, Nesting and Fledging, written by Chuck Hagner, editor of Birder's World magazine and published by Stackpole Books. 
ITINERARY

Friday – 30 November 2007

Arrive Johannesburg on flight to be advised.

On arrival and after clearing customs and collecting your luggage you will be met by a Wilderness Safaris representative and will be assisted to The Airport Sun Inter-Continental. Accommodation will be booked for one night.

The Airport Sun Inter-Continental is situated right across from Johannesburg International Airport. Each of the 138 rooms has its own bathroom, air conditioning, television, radio, coffee and tea making facilities as well as a mini-bar and access to 24-hour room service.  The hotel has a first class restaurant with an informal atmosphere, offering modern cuisine from breakfast through to late night a la carte dining. The cocktail bar is an ideal meeting place for the international traveller. In-room dining with an optional “flight friendly” menu is also available.  The hotel has its own health and fitness centre as well as indoor pool. 

Saturday – 1 December 2007

This morning after your morning activity, breakfast and check-out you will be met by a Wilderness Safaris representative and will be transferred by scheduled light aircraft to Chitabe Camp. Accommodation will be booked for five nights.

Chitabe Camp is a luxurious 8-roomed, tented camp built on one of the most beautiful islands in the Okavango Delta, in a private area that is bordered on three sides by the Moremi Game Reserve. The camp is located in a diverse area incorporating mopane woodlands, acacia, floodplains and the perennial delta, all of which provide a variety of wildlife.  Accommodation consists of eight spacious East African style tents that are built on elevated wooden decks, beneath the lush tree canopy.  Each tented room has en-suite facilities with flush toilets, and a shower and basin with hot and cold running water. The thatched dining area, lounge and pub are also raised on decks overlooking the surrounding flood plains.  A pool allows guests to cool off from the heat of the day. Activities consist of day and night game drives in open 4x4 vehicles accompanied by an experienced guide.  Shorter nature walks are sometimes offered. Wildlife viewing is good, and includes Buffalo, Elephant, Lion, Leopard, Reedbuck, Lechwe, Impala, Zebra and Hippo.  Wild dogs occur in the area. Night drives can be very rewarding with good sightings of the rarer nocturnal animals.
BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES
· species to watch out for here on the floodplains, riverine islands and acacia and mopane woodland include coppery-tailed coucal, black coucal, slaty egret, wattled crane, pygmy goose, brown firefinch, Dickinson's kestrel, ostrich, Luapula cisticola.

Thursday – 6 December 2007
Scheduled air charter from Chitabe Camp to DumaTau Camp for 6 nights accommodation on a full board basis, including drinks (except premium exports) and private activities. Extras direct.

DumaTau is a 10-roomed tented camp located in the private 125 000 hectare Linyanti Wildlife Reserve which borders onto the western boundary of Chobe National Park in northern Botswana.  The camp is built on raised boardwalks under a shady grove of mangosteen trees, overlooking a large hippo-filled lagoon on the Linyanti waterways. The source of the Savuti Channel is close to the camp and game drives along the Savuti are one of the highlights. 

The rooms are spacious, raised off the ground and under thatch with canvas walls allowing guests to enjoy the night sounds of Africa from the comfort of their beds. The bathroom facilities are en-suite and each room also has an outside shower. The main areas include a dining room, pub, lounge, curio shop, plunge pool and a special guest toilet with a fantastic view. The region has all the habitat diversity to make it a haven for wildlife. Activities are diverse and allow guests to spend time on the water (if water levels permit this), on land and occasionally on foot.  Day and night game drives are conducted in open 4x4 vehicles along the Savuti Channel and the banks of Linyanti River. There are many hides in the area where guests can enjoy wildlife viewing up close and away from a vehicle. One of the best hides is right at the source of the Savuti and many species of wildlife and birdlife can usually be enjoyed from this hide. The area is famous for its elephant concentrations in the winter months and for the great general game viewing all year.  Huge herds of elephant congregate in winter along the waterways and lagoons and at waterholes that are located along the Savuti channel. Also during these dry months Sable and Roan traverse the floodplain. All the predators such as lion, leopard, cheetah, hyena and wild dog feast on the prey species in the area including impala, zebra, giraffe, wildebeest, lechwe, tsessebe and other plains animals.

BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES

- 
species to watch out for here on the floodplains, palm islands and fringing woodlands include collared palm-thrush, brown firefinch, carmine bee-eater, swallow-tailed bee-eater, Hartlaub's babbler, kori bustard, secretarybird, ostrich, fawn-coloured lark, Dickinson's kestrel, rufous-cheeked nightjar, Burchell's sandgrouse.

The timing for this is good with most males in breeding plumage and the displays of calling and visible perching good for photography. Woodland kingfishers in particular come to mind. The migrants species are around and active nest sites or colonies will provide additional photographic opportunities.
Both camps will allow shots of species like the woodland kingfisher and lilac breasted roller, as well as opportunities for photography along the water's edge - various waders and storks. The road along the Linyanti River at DumaTau is particularly good for this latter activity and also includes a carmine bee-eater nest colony. 

Website: www.dumatau.com
Tuesday – 12 December 2007

This morning after your morning activity, breakfast and check-out you will be met by a Wilderness Safaris representative and will be transferred by scheduled light aircraft to Maun International Airport for your scheduled flight to Johannesburg.
Flight below is additional $500.00 (approximately)
3:00 pm Depart Maun on flight BP 211.

4:40 pm Arrive Johannesburg on flight BP 211.

On arrival in Johannesburg please continue with own arrangements.

JACK’S CAMP
For those guests departing on the extension trip you will be met by a Wilderness Safaris representative and will be transferred by scheduled light aircraft to Jack’s Camp. Accommodation will be booked for three nights.

Jack's Camp is located deep in the Kalahari Desert on the edge of the Makgadikgadi Pans, the largest saltpans in the world. Jack's Camp is a classic desert safari camp accommodating 20 guests in 10 large walk-in tents, each with en suite bathroom with flush toilet and shower. There is also an outdoor shower for each tent for those who like to shower under the stars. Accommodation is comfortable and in keeping with the character of the Makgadikgadi.  Facilities include a mess tent for dining and a tea tent with Persian carpet cushions for socialising. After the rains (December to April), there can be enormous herds of Wildebeest, Zebra and Springbok (with the accompanying predators) on the open grasslands. The summer rains also leave a warm shallow layer of water that entices waterfowl and flamingos. Activities are conducted in open 4x4 vehicles custom designed for this terrain and accompanied by knowledgeable guides.

Only in the dry winter months are all-purpose quad bikes available, allowing guests to travel across the saltpans. Walks with a Bushman tracker and visits to historical baobab trees used by Livingstone and Selous are alternate activity options – as are the meerkats and the brown hyenas. 
- species to watch out for here on the inundated salt pans and open grasslands are greater and lesser flamingo, fawn-coloured lark, Montagu's and pallid harrier, yellow-throated sandgrouse, red-necked falcon. Depending on water levels in the pans, more or less water birds will be present.
Friday – 15 December 2007

This morning after your morning activity, breakfast and check-out you will be met by a Wilderness Safaris representative and will be transferred by scheduled light aircraft to Maun International Airport for your scheduled flight to Johannesburg
.
3:00 pm Depart Maun on flight BP 211.

4:40 pm Arrive Johannesburg on flight BP 211.

THE COST INCLUDES:

Accommodation as mentioned in the itinerary on a Full Board Basis at the Botswana Camps and on a bed and breakfast basis at The Airport Sun Inter-Continental, two daily scheduled game activities at the above-mentioned Botswana Camps as well as return scheduled inter-camp light aircraft transfers between Maun International Airport and the above-mentioned Botswana Camps. The scheduled return flights from Johannesburg to Maun are also included in the cost.

THE COST EXCLUDES:
All International airfares, visas, all items of a personal nature; meals, drinks, entrance fees, porterage, tours & transfers etc not specified above; cancellation, baggage or medical insurance; visas; any unrelated excursion; staff gratuities; any new Government taxes. Any additional accommodation, transportation, entrance fees etc not mentioned above are also excluded from the costs.
WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS: 

The general weight restrictions are 44lbs per person. Our group will have additional 35-50 lbs per person depending upon how many persons are traveling. In addition we will have exclusive use of one additional private vehicle (in additional to space in other vehicles).  Walking safaris will also be available.
PLEASE NOTE:
      Visas are your responsibility. If you have any queries about obtaining visas please contact us. Passports must be valid for 6 months beyond the last date of travel. PASSPORTS MUST HAVE TWO BLANK PAGES.
     It is advisable that all passengers cover themselves with comprehensive travel, medical, cancellation, curtailment and default insurance for the duration of your trip.  Due to the remote and wild areas that we operate in, it is vital that all guests are covered for emergencies and other unforeseen circumstances. We will not be held responsible for guests traveling without insurance. INSURANCE APPLICATION WILL BE PROVIDED BY DISTINCTIVE JOURNEYS.
      Due to operational & safety regulations, all air transfers/charters are calculated using an average combined passenger/luggage weight of 90 Kgs per person. Kindly note that should this limitation be exceeded, it may be necessary to recalculate the quotation. In this event, please advise.

      Baggage on the scheduled light aircraft transfers is restricted to 20kg per person in a soft bag (including camera equipment and carry on luggage). If this limit is exceeded, the excess luggage can be held (or forwarded to the point of exit) for your flight out at the end of your safari. Kindly note that the additional cost incurred will be for your account. Please advise us before you travel if you are likely to have excess luggage, and we will make the necessary arrangements.

      Most safari camps and lodges include two game activities a day in their tariff (one in the morning and the other in the afternoon). A private vehicle and guide can be booked for additional activities, but this will incur an additional cost. Please advise if you would like additional information on this service.

      Our normal cancellation policy will apply should you fail to join or start your safari for any reason, including airline delays or missed connections. Please ensure you have adequate travel insurance for this purpose.

      Due to the logistics of traveling on a safari to remote areas, we strongly recommend that you read all the literature that will be forwarded to you on booking and if you have any queries to please contact us directly. `

HIGHLIGHTS- NORMAL LUGGAGE IS LIMITED TO 44 LBS PER PERSON, WE HAVE LUGGAGE ALLOWANCE OF AN ADDITIONAL 35-50 LBS PER PERSON (DEPENDING UPON HOW MANY TRAVEL)

AND AN ADDITIONAL PRIVATE VEHICLE FOR OUR GROUP.

 Vehicles in Botswana are different than East Africa.  They have fewer vehicles as the camps are smaller, IN ADDITIONAL WE HAVE ONE TOTALLY PRIVATE VEHICLE FOR OUR GROUP.  The vehicles are Range Rover’s with 4 seats and they are Open vehicles.
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE: CONTACT JANIE BULLARD AT 888-419-6677 OR EMAIL JANIE@DISTINCTIVE-JOURNEYS.COM   TERMS AND CONDITIONS WILL APPLY.

$9768.00 per person based on double occupancy, - single supplement is $2000.00

(based on 8 participants) 

$10,164.00 per person based on double occupancy

(based on  6 participants)

The cost of the flight from Johannesburg/Maun/Johannesburg is additional (the cost is approximately $500) based on today’s rate of exchange with the South African Rand.  This flight is necessary for this itinerary.

A reservation deposit of $1500 will be needed to hold your space. This deposit is fully refundable until December 1, 2006 , at which time it will be non refundable , unless the space is resold , On January 15, 2007  a second deposit of $1500.00 per person will be due and will be non refundable on May  1, 2007. 
The final payment is due on  May 1, 2007, at which time the final payment will be due.  The trip will be non refundable at that time.  We strongly advise you to purchase trip cancellation insurance.   If your space is resold after the final payment, all monies will be refunded 

OPTIONAL EXTENTION TO JACK’S CAMP IN MAKGADIKGADI PANS BOTSWANA

DECEMBER 11-14 2007 FOR 3 NIGHTS

JACK’S CAMP

Cost of extension (based on at least 4 participants)

$4005.00 per person, BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY (4 participants)
$3469.00 per person  BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY (6 participants)

$3269.00 per person BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY (8 participants)

We will have a private vehicle at Jack’s Camp as well. (IN addition to other camp vehicle)
$ 500.00 deposit per person. This deposit is non refundable February 1, 2007.  A second deposit of $500 is due on January 15, 2007 and will be non refundable on May 1, 2007.  Final payment is due May 1, 2007 and will be non refundable at that time.
All rates are quoted in US dollars, and are subject to change based on currency fluctuations.

Please make checks payable to Distinctive Journeys 

                            270 Mars Hill Rd.

                            Powder Springs GA 30127

Credit card payments accepted through Paypal, www.distinctive-journeys.com, make a payment. CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS MUST ADD 3%.

